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The mest lamentable occurrence we
hava ever known in this ne:ghhorhvod
took gihce at 15 minutes past 7 Frif
d ’# evening, five miles northwest of
@oT!in..., when the I. N Smith home
a,nd contente were consnmed by fire
m_a few minutes: Four children lost
their lives by the fire, one- of them
Cartis Smith, son of I. N. Smith, the
-Jether three bémg his grandchl!dren
‘their parents being Mr. and Mrs.
Payne. Hickman, who with their fam-

ily lived with her father, I. N. Smith.
Hickman children dead are Gaylard.

Vaughn Hickman, aged four years,
Elsie Fern Hickman aged thres years
and [eon Wayne Bmkman aged
eightean months, _]

By little less that a mlracl-e Verle
Broubard was saved, He escaped by
& window, all the children, except the

_baby were in the Cining room and they
thought they would make more heat

They put cobs in the stove and prob-
‘ably by mistake used gasoline, of
which where was about 13 gallons in
‘the can. There was no kerusene, as

‘Mrs. ﬂxckmmhdmaed it  up filling

thelamps beforesheleft. Mr.Smith,
‘Mr. and Mrs. Hickman, the baby and
' Verle Broubard were taken to the
“home oer and Mrs. Gmnger A

as, Cooper’s, where ahe ha.d been

e_hvery care and at.tenuon was gwen val

‘The baby died the next | rced i
morning.  Mr.'Smith’- hands and face |facir
‘wera.badly burned, but hehas graatly'
jimprwed and it is belived he will re-|
Mrs, ‘Hickman’s hand was|
She is convalescmg. | |

fthe sufferers. -
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- ;;axe, hatchet or heavy metal with
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his son and his grandson Verle Brou-
bard, laft for Colo in a sled with their
;_neaghbors, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gran-
ger. When they had reached the cor-
‘mer, a half mile east of the Smith home,
looking back, were horrified to see
‘the Smith hom® on fire.  They return-
ed to tmgraathaste In the mean
time Mr. and Mre. Sherm Ulum and
Mr. ‘and Mrs. Georze Ooughenonr
who wara ‘aleo on their way to Colo,
had passe thseSnmh ‘house not over
60 rods when the expltmon ‘took
-phce. They had a minute be.fom seen

~ the home as usual, but as thay look-

ed back they sawa mass of flame
shoot up into the air aboat fifty feet
and descend strmght back into the
hom The next mst.ant flames were

——h—-illn—-—-:-——i-

hckmg all parts of the bulldmgi
Reaching the fire they found Mr.

Smith and his grandson Verle Brou-
hard shouting in desperation, Mr.
Smith frantic “ip his helplessness,
‘bodily suffering and mental.anguish,

‘while from wzthm the burning struc-
{ure were heard the cnes of t.he chni- |
dt‘en P s .w RO N i
The house Was on the south stde of
"-Tthe road and the door on the north,
“which led into the sitting room, was
closed on account of winter storms
and fixed so that it was not - intended
“to be opened. The snow had covered
'-‘-*’everythmg and’ they could find no

)he door, but by
strength thej

31 igthe baby* were when the explo-
smn took .place. When 1b occurred
he rushed into the ‘middle or. dlmrg
1:00m, m whlch was tha stove and the

- The story of the sad catastrophe 1is {' i .'

as follows: I. N. Smith’s farm home |
on the northwest corner of Collins
township, was occupied by himself, |
his soh Curtis La Vern Smith, his.

grandson Verle Brouhard, his daugh-
§:r,-Mrs, Payne Hickman and huoe-

‘band with their children, Friday even- |
mgHr and  Mrs, Hickman, leaving !
their chlldren at home with Mr. Smith

MHand Gemrze Coughenour

hts, life hy king his exit from thei
 kitchen which was the furthest room j

| to the south, and had got out of the
hurning bnﬂding when Sherm Ulum

| arrived, |
| followed by Hanry Grang-er and Mr

| Hickman, -




